First-time development of FVIII inhibitor in haemophilia patients during the postoperative period.
Development of inhibitor to FVIII in haemophilia patients is well-known and is not uncommon. However, their development for the first time during the postoperative period has hardly been reported. In a developing country such as India, where resources are limited, development of such an eventuality may prove disastrous. However, as many of our patients are sparingly treated, therefore, even if they test negative for the inhibitor preoperatively, they may get the requisite FVIII antigenic stimulation during the preoperative and immediate postoperative period, leading to the development of inhibitors during this critical time of wound healing. We describe here six patients who developed such an inhibitor, from a group of 35 patients with haemophilia A who underwent various surgical procedures (19%). We stress that such an eventuality may not remain rare in developing countries as more patients of severe haemophilia undergo surgery and are therefore challenged for the first time in their life with large amounts of FVIII concentrate during their preoperative period.